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who, with the Chinese ambassadors, visited me a few days
since at my house. He thinks we might learn some things
useful of the Chinese, as well as they of us, in matters social
and civil. Their practice of extinguishing annually all in-
debtedness he thinks would be well and have a good effect
if adopted here. A man who does not extinguish his debts
at the close of the year, so as to commence the new year
with a clean record, loses caste and drops to a lower grade.
Their civil war of thirteen years, in which over ten millions
lost their lives and which was desolating in its effects,
closed up without any national debt.

June 9, Tuesday. The arbitrary and outrageous con-
duct of Butler and the impeachment Managers begins to
tell upon a portion of the Radicals. They cannot justify
the imprisonment of Wbolley, who seems, however, to be
a profligate fellow, and was by his own confession on a de-
bauch when a large portion of the $20,000 for which he fails
to account disappeared. He and his associates were prob-
ably conniving in intrigues and briberies with Members
of Congress, and, not unlikely, they may have attempted
to swindle and dupe some persons into advances under
the pretense of influencing Senators. ... It is a corrupt
Congress, and the most corrupt put on the loftiest pre-
tensions.

The President dined the Chinese, members of the Cabi-
net, some of the principal foreign ministers, and a few
friends of note. Neither Grant nor Sumner was present,
though I am confident Grant was invited. The President
is studiously regardful of official courtesies.

June 10, Wednesday. At the late city election the Rad-
icals claim to have elected the mayor, but their opponents,
the Democrats and conservatives, carried five wards,
which gives them a majority against the mayor. This
result has disconcerted the Radicals in Congress, who have
been modifying and changing the charter bif the city.